
January 27, 2021

Dear Fox Chapel Area Family,

Happy Wednesday! I hope this message finds you and your families well. This week, I’m excited
to share a number of achievements by students from across all of our buildings.

● A cohort of Fox Chapel Area School District elementary students spent the first semester
eagerly exploring creative writing and experiencing the process of becoming published
authors. We thank the Cooper-Siegel Community Library for generously hosting the
e-books created by our students. The e-books can be viewed here:
https://www.coopersiegelcommunitylibrary.org/fcasd-creative-connections-capstone/.
Congratulations to these young writers on their impressive works!

● Dorseyville Middle School recently recognized the following students as the first group of
January “Principal Pawsitive Reward” winners: Omar Al-Bataineh, Beau Brush, Maurena
Cilenti, Madison Cook, Michael Costello, Marin Cusano, Sadie Gass, Anna Kintner, and
Casey Kotts. These students were honored for exhibiting the district’s three tenets:
respect, responsibility, and integrity. Great work, everyone! Also at DMS, the orchestra
performed a virtual concert last night. What Mr. Bryer and his students were able to pull
together while being apart is just one instance of how important community is to our Fox
Chapel Area family. Thank you for brightening our January with music!

● Fox Chapel Area High School seniors Ryan Kenyon and Vivian Shao have been named
candidates in the 2021 United States Presidential Scholars Program. Inclusion in the
Presidential Scholars Program, which dates to 1964, is one of the nation’s highest
honors bestowed upon graduating high school seniors. Students are first selected for the
program based on their superior academic achievements and then evaluated on their
character, leadership and service activities, and a submitted essay. We’re proud of you,
Ryan and Vivian, and can’t wait to see what your very promising futures hold!

Before leaving you this week, I’d like to remind our families that registration for kindergarten will
begin on Wednesday, February 3. Our Transition to Kindergarten and Kindergarten Registration
website, at www.kdgfcasd.com, contains a wealth of resources, such as a transition handbook,
a place to sign up for events such as story times and kindergarten orientations, and a link to
register your child for kindergarten. We ask that you please pass along this information to
anyone you know who has a child who will be entering kindergarten in the Fox Chapel Area
School District this fall.

Congratulations, again, to the many students recognized this week. Their success is, no doubt,
a testament to their hard work, as well as steadfast diligence and guidance from their families,
especially during this unparalleled time. We truly respect and appreciate your partnership in
your children’s educational journeys.

Sincerely,

https://www.coopersiegelcommunitylibrary.org/fcasd-creative-connections-capstone/
http://www.kdgfcasd.com


Dr. Mary Catherine Reljac
Superintendent


